Nothing But the Truth by Avi
Answer Document
Here is a way for you to keep track of your reading and analysis for the test and debate. You will be able to use these notes on your test!
Pgs. 1-30
Characters:
Philip Malloy: athletic, arrogant, not fond of his English teacher, sarcastic, funny, lazy, admires Steve Hallick (track star), passionate, stubborn, boastful, egotistical, enthusiastic about sports and math, determined to succeed at track
Margaret Narwin: Philip’s English teacher, passionate for her profession, caring
Mr. Lunser: jokester, sarcastic, cynical
Allison Doresett: serious, smart, responsible
Coach Jamison: supportive, strict (by the book)
Summary: Focus on the exposition (setting and basic situation); point of view
The story takes place mostly at Harrison High School; the story is told from alternating first-person point of view through memos, diary entries, phone calls, transcripts, and letters.
The main character is Philip Malloy who is a freshman in high school; he is struggling with English class and thinks it’s because his teacher hates him; his “D” in English is causing him to be excluded from track tryouts – the one thing in the world that he is truly passionate about, besides Allison Doresett!

Essential Question/Meaning/Comprehension Study/Literary Terms
First Amendment definition: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or of the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.


Pgs. 31-70
Characters: Remember, add to the previous characters when you come across some new traits or aspects of each character.
Philip’s Parents: mother – involved with and more concerned about Philip than his father; father – sarcastic, arrogant, laid back about Phil’s grades, 
Ken Barchet – friend of Philip, student, believes Narwin is okay, easy going, in Narwin’s homeroom
Mr. Benison – science teacher, colleague of Ms. Narwin, Philip’s teacher, likes Philip
Todd Becker – friend of Philip, student, on the track team
Dr. Joseph Palleni – assistant principal
Dr. Gertrude Doane - principal

Summary: 
Phil’s life is not getting any less complicated, and in fact, he’s even making it more so by refusing to accept responsibility for his actions or at the least, as his coach has suggested, try and raise his grade by talking with Ms. Narwin. He seems to be letting pride get in the way of his ambitions and his morals.  His pride has caused him to lie to his parents and is part of the reason he’s not on the track team.  Meanwhile, Ms. Narwin’s frustrations are growing; she’s feeling like the educational focus of her students and the district are not what she would like them to be.

The plot thickens with Philip and Ms. Narwin when Philip hums the National Anthem in her class. 
 Philip is not happy to be in Ms. Narwin’s homeroom and English class because he feels she is the reason he’s not on the track team, and he uses this conflict to avoid a conversation with his dad regarding his grades and the school’s sports/academic policy. 
When this behavior occurs for a second time in Ms. Narwin’s Homeroom, Philip is sent to the assistant principal.  The V.P., Dr. Joseph Palleni, doesn’t say what Philip wants to hear – getting to transfer classes, and this begins a serious of events that escalate the conflict.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the same time, Mr. Malloy is having problems at work, and the question is, why would the author, Avi, include this sub-plot?  How does it affect the plot’s conflict, provoke a decision, propel the action, etc.   

Essential Question/Meaning/Comprehension Study/Literary Terms
Define Scapegoat:  
1. a person or group made to bear the blame for others or to suffer in their place.
Etymology: 
Chiefly Biblical. a goat let loose in the wilderness on Yom Kippur after the high priest symbolically laid the sins of the people on its head.
Predict why this will be an issue in Nothing But the Truth.










Pgs. 71-103
Characters:
Jennifer Stewart – reporter for the Manchester Record
Ted Griffen – Neighbor of the Malloy family and running for the school board

Do you have any other comments about any of the characters and their traits?

Do you have any comments about a character’s dynamic or static aspects that affect the plot?

Summary:
Philip again disrupts homeroom and is suspended after he refuses to apologize.  Miss Narwin suggests to Dr. Palleni that “Suspension might be counter-productive.” Philip is reassigned to Mr. Lunser’s homeroom.  Memos and discussions among all the involved parties carry the situation beyond simple discipline.  That night, Ted Griffen introduces Philip and his father to Jennifer Stewart, a reporter for the Manchester Record.  

List at least two examples Avi uses that propel the situation in the wrong direction, escalating the problem:
Example:  When Philip is sent to Dr. Palleni’s office for the second time, he is suspended, and this means that he needs to go home immediately.  When Dr. Palleni calls his mother, he is so abrupt with her that he doesn’t explain the situation further intensifying the situation.  Furthermore, when Mrs. Malloy arrives in Palleni’s office to discuss the matter, he rudely cuts her off and doesn’t allow her to ask questions or make comments.
Analysis:
Possibly if he had, she could have expressed that Philip is having issues with the teacher and maybe more information could have been offered providing investigation of the truth which could have eventually lead towards a resolution instead of what happens next…
It appears that Avi wanted the conversation to lead to more misunderstanding, so the plot could thicken.

Essential Question/Meaning/Comprehension Study/Literary Terms
How does the alternating first-person point of view affect the plot?  
Give one example and analyze it (That would be what you are doing when you explain who this point of view affects the plot.).
Example: For instance, by inserting suggestions that Mr. Malloy is himself an excuse-finder and rationalizer, Avi implies that Philip is merely applying his father’s method of coping with failure.  






Pgs. 104-144
Characters:
Dr. Albert Seymour – High School Superintendent
Anita Wigham- Margaret Narwin’s sister
Jake Barlow – radio talk show host
Mrs. Gloria Harland – Chairman of the Harrison School Board
Robert Duval – reporter for the Saint Louis Post-Dispatch
Do you have any other comments about any of the characters and their traits?

Do you have any comments about a character’s dynamic or static aspects that affect the plot?

Summary:
Jennifer Stewart interviews the superintendent, principal, assistant principal and Miss Narwin but get no clear reason for Philip’s suspension. Stewart’s account of the suspension appears in the Sunday edition under the headline “Suspended for Patriotism.” Ted Griffin heightens school and community tensions by referring to Philip’s case as a violation of patriotism. Because of this local news article, a national wire service – a service that provides stories for lots of papers – and a radio talk show pick up the story.  Pressure against Miss Narwin grows among the administration and outsiders, who campaign for Philip’s rights.
Essential Question/Meaning/Comprehension Study/Literary Terms
Setting is often an important element of a plot.  This story happens to take place in many locations:  several homerooms and his English class, school offices, Philip’s home, school-board meetings, public assemblies, other locales where the articles are published and areas that can access Jake Barlow’s radio show.  
Give an example of one of the settings, and then, supply the insight it gives the reader into Philip’s character or how it provokes an action from the plot.
Example:  There are various locales that hear the talk show and read the articles in the papers; such locales as St. Louis, Tampa, Chicago, Ann Arbor, Dayton, Eugene, San Diego, etc.  None of these mediums really show the full truth or get the facts correct, so this is able to demonstrate how events can blow out of proportion by selective dispersal of events and responses

Pgs. 145 - 180
Characters:
Cynthia Gambia - 
Ken Barchet - 
Allison Doresett - 
Summary:
Pressure against Miss Narwin grows among the administration and outsiders, who campaign for Philip’s rights.  Both Philip and Miss Narwin are receiving letters from people across the country.  Philip returns from suspension, rejoins Mr. Lunser’s homeroom, but doesn’t sing during the playing of the anthem.  That afternoon, Philip tries to improve his winter English grade so he can join the track team.  Miss Narwin orders him out of the room.  Coach Jamison accuses Philip of deliberately defaming (destroying the reputation of) Miss Narwin.  That afternoon, the principal urges Miss Narwin to take a sabbatical (a paid leave of absence).  Miss Narwin realizes her tenuous (lacking stability; weak) position.

Essential Question/Meaning/Comprehension Study/Literary Terms
Symbol – a concrete object that stands for a complex or abstract idea or relationship and implies more than the literal meaning of the word or words.  
What is this national anthem/suspension conflict symbolizing?


Pgs. 181-212
Characters:
Mr. Benison
Coach Jamison
Robert Duval
George Brookover



Summary:
Mrs. Narwin stays home from school. Philip returns home rather than attend class.  Mrs. Malloy considers enrolling him at Washington Academy.  The next day, voters reject the school budget, and Ms. Narwin learns that a news account of her role (which could explain her side) in the suspension will not be published.  Because of this and the stress she has been under, she decides to go visit her sister in Florida.  Philip finally decides that maybe Washington Academy would be best for him at this point.  On his first day of school, he is asked to lead the class in the national anthem, but he can’t because he doesn’t know the words…

Essential Question/Meaning/Comprehension Study/Literary Terms
Irony - Irony involves a difference or contrast between appearance and reality - that is a discrepancy between what appears to be true and what really is true.
 	 
I.	Irony exposes and underscores a contrast between:
 	A.	what is and what seems to be
 	B.	what is and what ought to be
 	C.	what is and what one wishes to be
 	D.	what is and what one expects to be

II.	There are three common types of irony in literature:
A. Verbal irony occurs when people say the opposite of what they mean. This is perhaps the most common type of irony. The reader knows that a statement is ironic because of familiarity with the situation or a description of voice, facial, or bodily expressions which show the discrepancy.
There are two kinds of verbal irony :

Understatement occurs when one minimizes the nature of something.
Overstatement occurs when one exaggerates the nature of something.
 	 	
B. In situational irony, the situation is different from what common sense indicates it is, will be, or ought to be.
Situational irony is often used to expose hypocrisy and injustice.

C. Dramatic irony occurs when a character states something that they believe to be true but that the reader knows is not true.	 	
The key to dramatic irony is the reader's foreknowledge of coming events.
Second readings of stories often increase dramatic irony because of knowledge that was not present in the first reading.


Essential Question:  

Avi uses irony to help his readers see the truth in Philip’s situation: Philip must transfer to a school that has no track team, and once there, he is asked to lead his class in the “Star-Spangled Banner,” finally admitting he doesn’t know it.  

Why are these examples of irony?  What does the outcome of the book tell the reader about Philip’s character?
